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1 THESSALIA METHODIST CHURCH

2 WOODS HOLE HOSTEL

3 POPLAR HILL

4 WALKER’'S CREEK

5 BANE HOUSE

6 WHITE GATE PRESBYTERIAN ACADEMY

7 WALKER’S CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8 WHITE GATE HIGH SCHOOL

9 STINSON FAMILY CEMETERY

10 KING HOUSE >

11 OLD FASHIONED CAMP MEETING (MARKER)
12 MOUNTAIN EVANGELIST (MARKER)

13 TRIGG — .

14 WILLOWBROOK

15 THE OLD PRICE HOME

16 EGGLESTON CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL
17 CAPTAIN WILLIAM EGGLESTON BRIDGE
18 PALISADES

Special thanks to Virginia Whittaker, Tom Miller and the
- Historical Society members in the research library for this
tour information.

GILES COUNTY
Driving Tours

WILBURN VALLEY - WHITE GATE
STAFFORDSVILLE - EGGLESTON

SOUTHWEST QUADRANT




sw QUADRANT

_ ._;-';iBegm your tour on VA 460 bypass. Exit at
Pearlsburg business 460 and Rt. 100 S. Follow
- the ramp .6 mito the stoplight.

Wilburn Valley
1. Continue south on Rt. 100 (Main Street) for 2.7 mi. Turn
right on Rt. 665 (Wilburn Valley Road) and continue through

the beautiful farmland of Wilburn Valley 4.7 mi.
; Turn left on Rt. 663 (Sugar Run Road)
3. Travel .6 mi and turn right on Old Thessalia Road. The
1 Thessalia Methodist Church and cemetery are on this
route. To return to Rt. 663, pass the church and make 1
left turn.”
4. Turn Right on Sugar Run Rd. (Instead of Left to Thesalia).
Go about 3.5 miles. The last 2 miles is dirt road. After 3
. miles look for 2 Woods Hole Hostel on the left. Woods
Hole Hostel is an operating hostel catering to Appalachian
Trail Hikers and a Bed & Breakfast. The original chestnut
log cabin was built in 1880.
5. Continuing up 0.5 miles. Park at the Fork and the
Appalachian Trail will be on your right.
6. Return to Rt. 100 S and travel 7.4 mi. At the community of

N

Valley Road) and continue on to White Gate on The
Bluegrass Trail. Poplar Hill was named in 1774 by Samuel
Shannon who felled huge poplar trees to make space for
his log home.

\§ 3 Poplar Hill, turn right onto Rt. 42 W (Walker's Creek
_—h:—i_

White Gate
Settled*y the Stinsons in the 1780’s. The community was first
known as Rye Meadows, then later was known as Banesville

-~ until the 1950’s. The first Post Office was located in John

~ ~ Bane’s house on whose premises a white gate was located,

= and soon the Postal Department approved the name of White
Gate.

Staffordsville

2. 5 Bane House built around 1792. John Bane operated
a grist mill in the early 1800’s. A second mill was run by
Samuel Bane. Both wooden dams were destr'oyed by
floods. A third concrete dam was constructed in-1926
by Henry Bane, son of Samuel, and the mill continued
operating until 1938.

3. West of the Bame House was the site of the 6 White Gate
Presbyterian Academy and the academy was known to
be the educational center of the county. Students came
great distances to board and attend school.

4. 7 Walker’s Creek Presbyterian Church is .4 mi on the
right on Rt. 42. Constructed in the late 1800’s, this church
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

5. .1 mi on the right is 8 White Gate High School which
opened in 1918 and operated until 1938. It is now the
White Gate Ruritan Community Center.

6. Across from the Community Center, turn left on Rt. 670
(Flat Hollow Road). At .4 mi. continue right on Flat Hollow
Road.

7. Continue through the beautiful farmland on Flat Hollow
Road, 2.8 mi. bearing right at a hairpin turn and cross the
bridge.

8. .1 miturn left on Rt. 667 (White Pine Road) into the Amish
Community. .7 mi on the left is the 9 Stinson Family
Cemetery- 1863.

9 .3.3 mi. bear right onto Rt. 670 (Flat Hollow Road). Travel
.4 mi to the stop sign and turn right onto Rt. 42 east and
continue 6.2 miles to stop sign.

10.Immediately to your left is the 10 King House built in 1902.

Turn left at the stop sign onto Rt. 100.

Named for Ralph Stafford who settled here from Ireland

in the late 1700’s in time to fight in the Revolutionary War.
Staffordsville is one of the few towns in Virginia bearing the
name of the original settler. “Kentucky Ralph” Stafford, who
served in the War of 1812, built the first grist mill and saw mill
in Staffordsville. Soon the town boasted other businesses and
churches.

1. 1.5 mi on the right from the junction of Rt. 100 and
Rt. 42 is a historical marker 110ld Fashioned Camp
Meeting. Adjacent to and named for this stream, Wabash
Campground was exemplary of a religious and social
institution, indeed a way of life, which flourished during
the 19" century. Hundreds of families would camp for two
weeks or more while attending the revival meetings first
held here in 1834. The campground functioned until the
early 1900’s when the large shed used during worship and
many family shelters were destroyed by fire.”

2. Continue on Rt. 100 N 1.4 mi. Turn right on Rt. 750 to Rt.
730 (Eggleston). .3 mile on the right is a historical marker
Mountain Evangelist.12 The Reverend Robert Sayers
Sheffey (1820-1902). Brother Sheffey did-not associate
himself with any one group, preferring to come and go as
the Spirit moved him. He was a great enemy of whiskey
and the stills in SW Virginia that produced them. Not
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be mg aff|||ated with a church group, he depended on the o
M@thodlsj.s who attended the camp meetings for his salarfy

and upkeep

B Belaﬂeft on Rt. 730 (Eggleston Road) and travel 1. 5 mi/ 4
Turn right on Rt. 622 (Bear Springs Road). Here is the "'
community of 13 Trigg, named for Daniel and William™
Trigg; also known as the Irish Settlement. At .2 mi, turn

right on Rt. 706 and travel .1 mi to Wesley’s Chapel and the

entrance to Sheffey Memorial Campground.
4. Continue back down Rt. 706 and turn left on Rt. 622.
Travel .2 mi to return to Rt. 730. Turn right at the stop sign.

Eggleston
The first permanent white settlement in Giles County settled
'by Adam Aarmon in 1749. Adam Harmon'’s settlement was a

F=stopping and resting place for people from Virginia and other
‘eastern states who were moving to the Northwest Territory.

It was known as Gunpowder Springs (because of the smell
of the sulphur water spring located near the Palisades) and
Stay Tide. The name of the Post Office was changed to
Eggleston in 1886. A resort was established here on the east
side of the river across from the cliffs in the 1830’s and was
known as Hygean Springs, then Chapman Springs when Dr.
Chapman took it over in 1853, and finally Eggleston Springs
when Captain William Eggleston took over the resort in 1867.
‘The resort ceased operation in the 1930’s and was later torn
~down. In 1881, the New River Extension of the Norfolk &
~Western Railway was begun on the opposite side of the river
from the resort. Business began to flourish and as many as 6
mercantile centers were there. Goods were shopped by rail,

- and Eggleston became a major distributor for all the southern

part of Giles County.

1. Continue on Rt. 730 E for 3.4 miles. On the left side of
Eggleston Road at this point is 14 Willowbrook built
in 1914, which was the home of John Tracy Walker and
Elizabeth Austin Jones.

2. Just before the Captain William Eggleston Bridge, turn left
on Rt. 622 (Village Street). Bear left on Church Hill Road.
Here can be seen the original stores from busier days in

. Eggleston. Turn left on Old School House Road. (Rt. 689).
.2 mi on the right is Dr. C.E. Stafford’s house known as 15
The Old Price Home built in the late 1800’s. Dr. Stafford

was one of 4 doctors in Eggleston who practiced medicine

in his home. Continue on Old School House Road. Here

is the 16 Eggleston Consolidated School built on “The

Hill” in 1924. ;

. Turn around at the Community Park, turn right on Rt. 622, '
bear right again on Rt. 622. At the stop sign, turn left onto

Rt. 730 E. e
. Cross the Captain William Eggleston Bridge over the

17 New River and continue .5 mi.

. Turn left onto Rt. 813 (Cliffview Street.). Take a moment

to read the historical marker about Eggleston Springs.

Near here Adam Harmon, probably in 1750, established

what is believed to be the first settlement in Giles County. 4
Here in 1755 he found Mary Ingles as she was making her '
way back to Draper’s Meadow after her escape from the
Indians.” More can be read about her capture, escape i
and rescue in the book, Follow the River by James A. k ‘
Thom. e

. Follow Cliffview Street (Rt. 813) .2 mi to the Gunpowder

Springs Campground. From this site you can see the
magnificent 18 Palisades along the New River. This is the
site where Mary Ingles was rescued from a long walk home
after Indian capture. The river is 100’ deep near the cliffs.

. Turn around and return on Rt. 813 .2 mi. At the stop S|gn

turn left onto'Rt. 730 E. S,

. Travel .5 mile and turn left on Rt. 772 (Sinking Creek Road).
Continue on Sinking Creek Road for 2.9 miles.. At the stop
sign, turn left onto Rt. 771 (Lebanon Rd). Travel .2 mi ahd
at the stop sign, prepare to enter VA Rt. 460 Bypass.




